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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 Aug. 24—Fall classes
begin
 Sept. 7—Labor Day
(campus closed)

Chicago Collections Consortium Exhibit, by Cindy Ditzler
If you have a chance to
visit downtown Chicago
within the next few
months, check out the
new exhibit at the Harold Washington Library
Center located at 400
South State Street. The
exhibit entitled Raw
Material: Uncovering
Chicago’s Historical
Collections is a collaborative effort among the

members of the Chicago Collections Consortium. The University Libraries is currently a
member of the Consortium and contributed to
this exhibit. The Regional History Center
loaned material from
their 1968 Democratic
National Convention
Collection while Rare
Books and Special Col-

lections loaned items from
their Willard Motley Papers.
The exhibit runs from August 7-November 15, 2015
and is located in the Special
Collections Exhibit Hall on
the 9th floor of the Library.
While you are there wander
the Library and check out
the beautiful artwork on
each floor and the view
from the 9th floor Winter
Garden.

The staff of the Regional History Center attended the Exhibit Opening Reception and snapped this picture of the Harold Washington Library Center while
eating dinner on the rooftop of a restaurant across the street.
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A Farewell to Prall, by Gary Weishaar
IDS is reeling from the
recent departure of (the
future) Rev. Brian Prall,
who has decided that a
life of prayerful contemplation beats working at
NIU. He is moving to
Austin, TX, to attend the
Seminary of the Southwest.
Brian foolishly dedicated
many years of his prime
working age life to the
library, starting as a student circulation desk
worker back in 2003,

then clawing his way up
to library assistant after
his graduation in 2007,
where he has steadfastly remained.
His tireless dedication to
the library extended to
his many and varied
committee assignments.
LOSAC, student parties,
search committees: you
name it. If it could get
Brian out of work for an
hour every couple of
weeks, he was all over
it!

As a lifelong resident of
little DeKalb, many of us
are worried about his
long term prospects in a
city with over 1 million
residents. We’re also
worried that this city is
in the state of Texas.
Good luck, Brian!
(If you want to get in the
pool and guess when he
bails and comes back,
see Gary.)

What’s New in IDS
Gary Weishaar has replaced Cherie Hauptman as book borrowing
unit supervisor (pretty
sure that’s the new title). No need to welcome him, he’s already
been here a while.

Gary enjoys White Sox
baseball (this season
not so much), listening
to the Grateful Dead/
James Brown/Miles Davis among many, many
others, watching bad B
movies and reading
about Sumer and the
Bronze Age.

Don’t worry, you’ll still
see his cheerful countenance at the front desk
for the near future;
eventually he’ll get
around to moving over
by the window.

Information You Can Use from Technical Services, by Wanda Enburg
Recent headings changes in Voyager:
Cherokee Removal, 1838 changed to Trail of Tears, 1838-1839
Trail of Tears, 1838 changed to Trail of Tears, 1838-1839
Chess $x Data processing changed to Computer chess
Chemical reaction rate changed to Chemical kinetics
Chemistry, Physical organic changed to Physical organic chemistry
Chemistry, Analytic–Mathematics changed to Chemometrics
Chemistry, Analytic–Statistical methods changed to Chemometrics
Children, Blind changed to Blind children
Childhood in literature changed to Children in literature
Chelonethida changed to Pseudoscorpions
Chelonia changed to Chelonia (Genus)
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SEA Acquisitions Trip, Summer 2015, by Hao Phan
Thanks to funding from
the NIU Center for SEA
Studies, I was able to
make a 15 working day
acquisitions trip in June
and July to three countries: Myanmar, Thailand, and Cambodia. On
the trip, I purchased
library materials from
the local book vendors,
including commercial
and academic
bookstores, as well as
government and NGO
institutions. The
bookstores that I visited
include: Myanmar Book
Center (Myanmar), Chula Long Kong University
Bookstore, White Lotus
(Thailand), Monument
Books, the Buddhist
Institution Bookstore,
and the National Institute of Statistics
(Cambodia). In total, I

spent $3,507 for library
materials.
On the trip, I worked
with the Library of Congress offices in Yangon
(Myanmar) and in Bangkok (Thailand). These
offices supply local materials to NIU, and it was
an opportunity for me to
discuss NIU’s acquisitions profiles with the
staff of the offices.
The trip was also for
planning collaborative
library projects with local
librarians. Specifically,
in Myanmar I discussed
with the Myanmar Book
Center a digitization
project of Burmese
newspapers, on behalf
of the Southeast Asia
Microfilm Project (SEAM)

of which I am an executive member. https://
www.crl.edu/programs/
seam. I also visited the
University Library and
the University’s Central
Library at Yangon University where I was
warmly received by the
librarians who were at
NIU back in June and
October of 2014 for library training. They
gave me a tour of the
libraries and we discussed the need for further training of Myanmar
librarians. Together with
two librarians at the University of Washington
and Arizona State University, I have just submitted a grant proposal
to the Luce Foundation,
seeking funding to continue the Myanmar library training program in
2016 and 2017.

Hao Phan visited the libraries of Yangon University to meet with
Myanmar librarians who were trained at NIU Libraries in 2014.
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Getting to Know...Sarah Cain!
I most recently hail from
St. Louis where I spent
my last two years as the
Subject Specialist in
Special Collections at
the St. Louis Public Library. I am happy to be
here in the Chicago area
where the pizza is deep
dish and the summers
are mild--ask me again
how I feel in the dead of
winter. I am the new
Curator in the Regional
History Center and have
been here at NIU and
my current place of residence (Aurora) for less
than a month. I like to
relax by going for a run,
cuddling up with a book,
sipping on good coffee,
oil painting, boogying to
dance or electro-swing
music (badly and in private), or playing games,
especially Eurogames.
My husband and I consider our plants to be
our pets (the favorite
being our rubber tree we
named Rubbert).
Though I would love to
have a big dog, and I
mean B-I-G—Tibetan
Mastiff, Newfoundland,
or Pyrenees or Bernese
Mountain Dog—but my
husband won’t agree to
living with an inside dog
with that amount of
hair…hmmm…maybe I

can get him to accept a
Great Dane…
I love to learn and explore, and this is why I
am passionate about my
job and working in archives. Every day is a
treasure hunt, and you
never know what you
will find or learn. I also
enjoy the opportunity to
work with researchers
from all walks of life as
well as preserve historical materials for future
generations.
A little more about me: If
I won the lottery tomorrow, I would put a large
chunk of it in the bank—I
am a saver not a
spender—and then use
the rest to travel and
spend on other unique
experiences. I would
book the first cruise to
Antarctica and South
Georgia Island to explore places relatively
few people visit and to
also see (cold climate)
penguins, my favorite
animal, in their natural
habitat. I would then
sign up for the Easter
Island marathon as I
have always wanted to
visit the island and also
run in that race. I would
also use my winnings to

travel SE Asia, Japan,
China, India, Eastern
and Central Europe,
South America, Latin
America, New England
and the Western US. I
would then happily
come back to my position at NIU and continue
to do what I love.
Most people don’t know
that my favorite food is
potatoes (any variety),
especially when baked.
Since I commute from
Aurora and have 40ish
minutes in the car, I usually listen to podcasts or
audiobooks. Currently, I
am working my way
through my backlog of
podcasts for How To Do
Everything, Stuff You
Should Know, and Stuff
You Missed in History
Class, and plan to start
on Robert Jorden’s The
Dragon Reborn within
the next few weeks.
Hopefully this little introduction gave those of
you reading this a better
insight into who I am. In
turn, I would love to
learn about all of you so
please introduce yourself when you see me
around. I am very excited about the opportunities here and working
alongside many wonderful faculty and staff.
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Staff News
The July issue of the Northern Staff News
states that Ginger Prothero-Schwersenska
celebrated 15 years at NIU in May. Congratulations, Ginger!

Program Prioritization Survey
A link to a survey for University Libraries faculty
and staff on Administrative Program Prioritization
was sent out on August
13 (https://
niu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/
SV_79UZM5qYJpD4Eu1 ).

Although the wording of
the questions is not final, all employees are
encouraged to give feedback and suggestions
for University Libraries’
responses to these criteria for all the units. Survey answers will be gath-

ered and will be used in
writing our official responses. Responses to
the Academic Program
Prioritization Criteria will
be made for UNIV 105
later. For more information on Program Prioritization, please see

ers, folders, shoes…This
was simple fun! Although I don’t buy supplies for the Fall semester, I do feel as though a
new academic year is a
fresh start. I have a new
article to work on, and
the Assessment and
Strategic Planning processes have given me
ideas about areas we

can work on in Public
Services. Moving forward is what keeps me
excited about working in
University Libraries. Of
course, I am also thinking about the gardening
projects that I didn't
quite get to...

The Last Word
I went school-supply
shopping with one
daughter’s family last
weekend. She probably
thought we were just
trying to be helpful, but,
truthfully, Tim and I love
to buy school supplies
and have little excuse to
do so. Taking grandchildren to buy pencils,
pens, notebooks, eras-

